
FESTIVAL RULES 

Items in italics are recently changed 

1. ELIGIBILITY 

1.1. Classes, other than where specified in the syllabus are restricted to amateurs. An amateur is considered to be 
one who does not derive the main part of his/her income from that section of art in which he/she wishes to 

compete. A teacher, however their income is derived, may not compete in classes related to subjects that they 

teach. Teachers and professionals may act as accompanists to musicians at every level. 

1.2. Choirs, orchestras and bands should include only bona fide members. 

1.3. Performers under 18 years of age are not eligible to compete in adult classes unless stated. 

1.4. The date we use for all events is 1st September. For Dance this is 2019, but for all other events it’s 2020. 
(i.e. How old am I on this date?). 
 

1.5. The date for Safeguarding for all competitors is the first day of the first competition in each year (i.e. not reached 

their 18th birthday). 

2. ENTRIES 

2.1. A performer may enter only once in any solo class and may not perform in any duet/trio or group class more than 

twice unless otherwise stated. 

2.2. Performers' names should not be changed after entry.  NOTE: A substitution can only be made if we are notified 

before the start of the Festival.  

2.3. Entries received after the closing date for entries (as printed on the entry form) will not be accepted. 

2.4. Entry fees will be refunded only in the case of a cancelled class or withdrawal due to illness where a medical 

certificate has been produced. 

2.5. The responsibility for entering the appropriate class lies entirely with the performer and/or teacher concerned. 

2.6. Date of birth must be given, when required. 

2.7. You are strongly advised to keep a copy of the completed Entry Form for your reference. 

2.8. Class numbers must always be quoted when making an enquiry. 

3. TIME LIMITS 

3.1. All introductions are to be included in the timing, except where specifically stated. In wind and string classes, a 
tuning time of up to 2 minutes is allowed. Ideally, the waiting area should be used to tune up prior to starting 

your performance. 

3.2. The maximum time limit must not be exceeded.  

3.3. The adjudicator may choose to take into account any entry where the performance lasts less than half the 

maximum permitted time. This does not apply where an instrumentalist plays a piece set for examination. 

3.3.1. All performers may, if they choose, perform more than one piece, provided the total time limit is not 

exceeded. 

3.4. Where time limits are not adhered to, our steward will inform the adjudicator who will deduct marks from the 
score achieved before announcing the class results. 

4. CUPS, TROPHIES AND AWARDS 

4.1. Cups and trophies specified in the syllabus will be awarded, subject to their return by the previous winner. A 

minimum category of MERIT must be obtained in order to win awards in the Music, Speech and Drama Sections. 

4.2. Normally, a first, second and third place will be announced by the adjudicator in all classes. However, in classes 

where there are only a small number of competitors, the adjudicator may use his/her discretion to award only a 

first and second place, or only a first place. 

4.3. Winners of cups and trophies are responsible for any loss or damage, and must arrange for them to be returned 
in a clean condition to the listed address NO LATER THAN 1ST MAY in the year following its award. (Please ring 
01202 556023 to arrange delivery). If you would prefer, we will look after your trophy for you. 

4.4. Winners may have their names engraved on a cup or trophy at their own expense. 

4.5. All winners of solo classes will be awarded one complimentary ticket to the celebration concert.  



5. ADJUDICATORS 

5.1. In all matters of adjudication, the Adjudicator's decision is final. 

5.2. The Adjudicator has the full power to withhold categories, to terminate any performance if the content is thought 

to be unsuitable, or to disqualify any performer who does not abide by the Festival rules.  

5.3. No person, other than a steward, is allowed to communicate with an Adjudicator during classes. 

6. POWERS OF THE COMMITTEE 

6.1. The decision of the committee, except in matters of adjudication, shall be final and may at its sole discretion: 

6.1.1. Change the date, time or place of any class. 

6.1.2. Cancel, divide or amalgamate classes.  If a class is cancelled fees will be refunded. 

6.1.3. Make such alterations as it thinks necessary or desirable, including the appointment of an alternative 

Adjudicator. 

6.1.4. Disqualify any performer failing to comply with the Festival rules. 

6.1.5. Refuse any entry without assigning a reason. 

6.1.6. Request the removal from the vicinity of the hall (by a steward) of anyone using audio, video or photographic 

equipment, or in any way causing a disturbance, in the interest of performers and their performance. 

7. ON ARRIVAL AT YOUR VENUE 

7.1. Performers must always check in to the competitors’ table with the appropriate paperwork at least 15 minutes 

before the start of their class. 

7.2. Performers should be aware that under certain circumstances their class may start up to 10 minutes before the 

scheduled time. 

7.3. Performers must be ready to perform in the order in which they appear in the programme, unless a request has 

been made at the competitors’ table well in advance to appear in a different order. 

8. DANCE PERFORMERS 

8.1. Performers may not dance more than twice in duet and group classes. If there are more entries than can be fitted 

into the timetable, dancers in duet and trio classes will be allowed to dance only once. Entries in group classes 

will be restricted to two per school if the timetable becomes unmanageable. 

8.2. Be aware that adjudicator’s sheets and certificates are prepared in advance of the festival. Consequently, 

substitute dancers may not see their name on the paperwork.  

8.3. The Festival will provide recording equipment to play music which should be provided on CD. The CD must:- 

8.3.1. be presented to the competitors’ table in a sleeve or CD  box. Please be sure to bring a back-up in case of 
failure. 

8.3.2. contain only one piece of music. 

8.3.3. have all labelling relating to previous usage removed. 
8.3.4. not contain backing-track, tapping or singing. 

 
8.4. Titles for Character, Greek, National and Baby classes should be handed to the competitors’ table. These classes 

are marked with a “T” in the programme. 

8.5. Only in case of failure of CD and CD back-up, the Festival is able to connect an MP3/4 player or iPhone to their 
equipment. Starting of the tune will be left to the device owner.  

8.6. Song and dance classes must contain both song AND Dance. 

8.7. Only performers and accredited stewards are allowed backstage. Exceptionally, teachers will be allowed where 

they judge that the welfare of their pupil requires their presence. 

8.8. Directing dancers during their performance is not permitted. 

8.9. Only performers, mothers and teachers are allowed in the dressing rooms. Fathers, when supervising their sons, 

are allowed in boys’ dressing rooms. 

8.10. Dancers over the age of 10 years will not be allowed to re-dance if they fail to complete their performance. 

However, where the music fails, or is not started correctly, any dancer may restart. 

8.11. Performers may not enter the same dance in more than one class, though a piece may be repeated in the 

championship classes. 

8.12. Every performer in solo, duet, trio and quartet classes will receive a certificate identifying their adjudicated 
category. Medals will be presented to every performer in first, second or third place, provided that a mark of Merit 

or above has been achieved. (Adjudicator’s discretion will be used for performers aged 7 and under).  



8.13. Groups will receive a certificate, but will not receive medals, although these can be purchased at the box office. 

8.14. Medals will be presented on stage to the three winning performers. All the certificates and adjudication sheets 

can be collected, along with your CD, from the “certificate table” in the hall foyer. 

PLEASE NOTE:  

The stage may not be used for practising during breaks.  

Practising is not permitted in the area outside the hall.  

Tap shoes will be inspected before entering backstage. 
All props must be removed from backstage at the end of each class. 

All under-18 year olds must be supervised by a responsible adult. 
 

9. MUSIC PERFORMERS 

9.1. Performers must provide their own instrument and music stand.  A piano is provided for all vocal, choral and 

instrumental classes. 

9.2. Performers must provide their own accompanist. Entrants are advised that the BMCF does not engage official 
accompanists, but if an entrant experiences difficulties they should contact the Festival.  Accompanists will be 

admitted free of charge. See also “Looking for an Accompanist” on our web site. 

9.3. Pre-recorded backing may not be used to accompany choral or instrumental classes. However, in vocal classes,  

a pre-recorded backing track of ONE PIANO may be provided and played on your own equipment. IT IS A 

CONDITION OF ENTRY THAT YOU BRING THE SHEET MUSIC FOR OUR ADJUDICATOR. 

9.4. No song may be sung in more than one class by the same performer, though a piece may be repeated in a Recital 

or Championship class. 

9.5. A performer entering a graded class must be, or must have been, preparing to take the specified grade, or working 

on music at a standard set for that grade in the current academic year (September to August). A piece need not 

be a piece set for examination, but a recognised graded piece must be played in that specified grade. 

9.6. Solo performers may not play in more than one grade on the same instrument in each section, except in the 

recital classes (where grading is not recognised). 

9.7. Duets (played or sung) must be predominantly harmony or part-singing, and must not be performed by  

anyone who exceeds the grade entered.  The piece selected shall be validated as appropriate for the class 

by the adjudicator.   Unison duets are not considered suitable. 

9.8. OWN CHOICE FORMS (MUSIC ONLY) 

9.8.1. Own Choice Forms for music selections can be downloaded from our website unless they have been 

requested on the entry form, and each performer must:- 

9.8.1.1. Attach the completed Own Choice Form to a copy of the music for the adjudicator, and hand this to the 
competitors’ table at least 15 minutes before the start of the class. Please be sure to identify on this form 

whether this music should be returned or destroyed (see copyright section). 

9.8.1.2. Clearly mark all music with the performer’s name and class number and clearly indicate the starting page. 

9.8.1.3. Suitably join photocopied music for the adjudicator and NOT provide loose sheets. 

  



10. SPEECH & DRAMA PERFORMERS 

10.1. Performers must bring any texts (other than preset texts) with them for the adjudicator. They must be 
presented in a tidy, legible form clearly marked with the class number and the performer’s name and handed 

in to the competitors’ table at least 15 minutes before the start of the class.   

10.2. The adjudicator may choose to deduct marks if the language or the context of your text is deemed 

unacceptable at the festival. If in any doubt, please submit your text to the Organiser at least one month 

before your class so that appropriate scheduling can be arranged 

10.3. Props and costumes are not required. A small selection of tables and chairs, plus a screen are preset on the 

stage and may be moved by the competitor, with the help of our steward if required. This may be done prior 
to the clock running. However, during championship classes, please remember that moving of these items is 

included in your timing once you have started your first piece. 

10.4. All classes may be one piece only, unless specifically stated. 

10.5. Any composition piece not submitted to the festival by the date specified in the syllabus will be excluded. 

11. GENERAL INFORMATION 

11.1. Copyright and Photocopying 

11.1.2. The laws for copyright are strict. In many circumstances, the festival is covered by a specific licence through 

the British and International Federation of Festivals (BIFF). 

11.1.3. Please refer to the federation web site www.federationoffestivals.org.uk if you have any concerns, or contact 

them at 01625 428297. 

11.1.4. For music competitors, the Own Choice form asks you to identify if you own permission to have your music 

returned after your performance. All music not specifically claiming ownership will be destroyed at the end of 

the Festival. 

11.2. Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults 

11.2.1. This is governed by the Festival’s policy. 

11.2.2. The policy is on our website and is also included in our syllabus for copying and distribution by teachers to 

parents/guardians of each entrant who has not reached their 18th birthday. It is important that all persons 

attending note the following: 

11.2.2.i. The use of equipment, including mobile phones, to make recordings or take photographs in the hall and 
during performances is strictly forbidden unless specifically agreed in writing beforehand with the 

Festival Organiser or the BMCF Safeguarding Officer.  Performers whose performances are otherwise 

recorded will be disqualified. 

11.2.2.ii. Periodically a press photographer may visit. 

Please be sure to ‘tick’ the “No Photographs” box on the Entry Form if you do not want you, or your 
entrants to appear in published photographs. 

 
11.2.2.iii. Names of class winners may be published in the local press, on our Facebook page and, occasionally, our 

website.  Parents/guardians must inform the Festival Duty Officer if they wish a name to be withheld. 

11.2.3. If parents have any concerns please contact the Duty Officer. 

11.3. Liability/Lost Property 

The organisers of the Festival will not accept any liability for the loss or damage to personal property brought to 
the Festival.  Lost Property should be reclaimed before the close of the Festival, or within 4 weeks of the end of 

the Festival. 

 
12. AGES ARE RECOGNISED AS 1st SEPTEMBER. For Dance this is 2019, for all other classes it’s 2020 

(i.e. How old am I on that date?). 
Key stages are as follows:- 

KS1 = Age 5 to 7. KS2 = 7 to 11. KS3 = 11 to 14. KS4 = 14 to 16. KS5 = 16 to 18. 
These are based on the Primary, Secondary and Advanced Education structure. 

  



 


